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SQUARE KILOMETRE ARRAY PROJECT — WA BID 
7422. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Premier 

In relation to Western Australia’s bid to host the Square Kilometre Array (SKA) project, I ask: 

(a) what lobbying of the SKA board officials from China, Italy, Britain and Holland has been undertaken 
by employees in Western Australia’s overseas trade offices; and 

(b) will the Minster detail occasions when they have met, and if not, why not? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

Department of Premier and Cabinet advises: 

(a)–(b)  The Western Australian Agent General and officers in the European Office in London, have been 
active, particularly since 2009, in promoting Western Australia as the preferred site for the Square 
Kilometre Array (SKA) project. As is consistent with the role of Agent General, meetings, exhibitions 
and events were attended and hosted by the Agent General at which the benefits of the State for the 
SKA project were promoted to all attendees. These actions were often undertaken with the cooperation 
of the Australian High Commission in London and Commonwealth Government representatives 
throughout Europe as is expected with a project of such significance to the nation. 

Department of State Development advises: 

(a)–(b)  Department of State Development employees in overseas trade and investment offices, including China, 
have not lobbied the Square Kilometre Array (SKA) Board officials. The State’s European office is 
overseen by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet. The Department of State Development has 
been informed that the State’s Agent General, and officers in the European Office in London, attended 
and hosted meetings and events to promote Western Australia as the preferred site for the SKA project. 
All high level SKA meetings attended by the Agent General were with the Australian High 
Commissioner, Mr John Dauth, and the First Secretary at the Australian High Commission, Ms Tiffany 
McDonald. 
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